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Gandhi’s View on Panchayat Raj

Dr. Sucheta Parker
HoD Sociology
Kamla Nehru Mahavidyalaya
Nagpur

Abstract:
Gandhi was aware of the uniqueness and centrality of villuges in the national life of

India. Gandhi wanted political power to be distributed among the villages in India. Gandhi
preferred the term 'Swargj’ to describe what he called true democracy. Panchayat were
functional institutions of grassroots governance in almost every village. Gandhi suggested the
institurtion of village republics both as institutions of parallel polities and as units of economic
autonomy.

Key Words: Democracy, Panchayat, Swaraj, village republics ,economic autonomy.
Intreduction :-

Mahatma Gandhi advocated panchayat raj as the foundation of India's political system.
However, this has been moderated by the decentralization of several administrative functions to
the local level, empowering elected gram panchayats. There are significant differences between
the traditional panchayati raj system, that envisioned by Gandhi, and the system formalized in

India in 1992.

History of Panchayati Raj
In the time of the Rig-Veda (1700 BC), evidences suggest that self-governing village

bodies called "sabhas’ existed. With the passage of time, these bodies became panchayats (council
of five persons). Panchayat were functional institutions of grassroots governance in almost every
village. The Village Panchayat or elected council had large powers, both executive and judicial.
Land was distributed by this panchayat which also collected taxes out of the produce and paid
the government's share on behalf of the village. For the first ime in 1959, the Balwant Rai Mehta
Committee Report recommended a 3-tier Panchayati Raj System which included Zillah Parishad
at the District Level, Panchayat Samiti at the Block/Tehsil/ Taluka Level and Gram Panchayat at

the Village Level.

Importance of Democratic Decentralization:
Gandhi's concept of democratic decentralization bears the stamp of his passionate belief

in non-violence, trath and individual freedom. He calls it Panchayati Raj or village Swaraj. He
wants to see each village a little republic, self-sufficient in its vital wants, organically and non-
hierarchically linked with the larger spatial bodies and enjoying the maximum freedom of
deciding the affairs of the locality. Gandhi wanted political power 10 be distributed among the
villages in India. Gandhi preferred the term ‘Swaraj’ to describe what he called true democracy.
This democracy is based upon freedom. Individual freedom in Gandhi’'s view, could be
maintained only ir autonomous, self-reliant communities that offer opportunities to the people
for fullest participation.

Gandhi was aware of the uniqueness and centrality of villages in the national life of India.
He strongly believed that the salvation of India lies in the revival of idyllic nature of the village
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